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I] SAM. 23. 3, 4 


‘“* The God of Ifrael faid, the rock of 
Ifrael fpake to me, He shat ruleth 


over amen muft be uf, ruling in the 


fear of God;---and be fall be, as the 
light of the morning, when the fun 
rifeth, even a morning without clouds ; 
as the tender grafs, [pringing out of 
the carth,by clear fining after rain.” 


HESE are here :recorded, as fome .of the laft 
words of King David, who could fay, v. 2. 
** The {pirit of the. Lord {pake by me, and his word 
** was on my tongue.” The very folemn introduc- 
tion ufed in the text “ The God of Ifrael faid, ihe 
“© rock of Ifrael fpake to me,” demands univerfal 
filence, and the ferious attention of all, but efpeci- 
ally ot thofe, to whom the following obfervation 
has a peculiar reference, ‘ He that ruleth over men, 

** muft be juft, ruling’ in the fear of God.” 
The 
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/ The fear of God in the facred writings ufually 
fignifies a religious character in general, or that prin- 
ciple of aétion, that regard to Deity, which pro- 


~ duces a truly religious character and conduct : and 


thus the expreffiorf is to be underftood, in our text. 

The falutary influenee of civil government, un- 
der the adminiftration of men of fuch a character, _ 
is here beautifully reprefented, “ by the light of the 
morning, when the fun rifeth, even a morning with- 
out clouds,” and by the fmiling appearance of the 
vegetable world, upon clear fhining, after a rain. 
What more ftriking or beautiful Images could have 
been ufed ? 

This paffage therefore very aptly leads to the 
confideration of the importance, and very falutary 
influence of religion, or the true fear of God, in 
thofe, who are entrufted with the adminiftration of 
civil government. 

A difcourfe upon any topic of civil policy is 
rarely to be expected from the facred defk ; but 
with propriety, and therefore with a decent boldnefs, 
may the fear of God be recommended, and urged 
upon all, by a minifter of the religion of Jelus 
Chritt, tho? he be one of the moft undeferving. 

The worth, and falutary influence of religion, of 
the-true fear of God, to every one, who is the fub- 
jeat of it, is much greater, than my abilities would 
{uffice, fully and juftly to defcribe. It fandtifies 
and ennobles every office and every imployment, in 
private or in public life. It is the fource of the 
moft refined delight, and trueft honour, in this 
world, and it leads to compleat felicity and immor- 
tal honour in the life to come. No lefs juft, chan 

beautiful 
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beautiful is that elegant reprefentation in the book 
of Job, “ Where fhall wifdom be found? and 


where is the place of underftanding? The depth ~ 


faith, it is not in me, and the fea faith, it is not 
with me, It cannot be gotten for gold, neither 
fhall filver be weighed for the price thereof. It 
cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the 
onyx, or the fapphire. No mention fhall be made 
of pearls ; the price of wifdom is above rubies, 
The topaz of Ethiopia fhall not equal it, neither 
fhall it be valued for the pureft gold. Whence 
then cometh wifdom ? and where is the place of 
underftanding ?” It is added---** God underftandeth 
the way thereof, and he knoweth the place there- 
of. And unto man he faid, The fear of the Lord, 
that is wifdom, and to depart from evil is underftand- 
ing.” * Thus, God being Judge, who cannot err, 
religion, or the fear of the Lord is man’s true wif- 
dom, and of ineftimable value, to every one, that 
“poffefies it. It has the moft happy tendency to 
render him comfortable in himfelf, and a bleffing to 
others, whatever his ftation in life. But it is, in 
many refpects, of peculiar importance, in thofe 
who act in any public and difficult ftation, and 

particularly, in the civil Ruler, © 
Very weighty, many times, are the burdens, that 
are laid upon the fhoulders of the civil Magiftrate, 
arduous the duties of his office, intricate and per- 
lexed the caufes of public concern, in which he is: 
called to judge, and to aét. Now there is a fup- 
port under the burdens and trials of life, and an 
animation to the performance cf numerous and 
difficult fervices, arifing from the principles of re- 
ligion 

* Job 28, 12, &c. 
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ligion and a genuine regard to Deity, which nothing 
elfe can yield ; and which indeed is much better 
and more fully known by experience, than from 
any the moft accurate and laboured detcription. 

Take a view of the ftory of a number of great 
Characters, of godly and renowned Rulers of God’s 
ancient people, from Mofes to Nehemiah: To them, 
under all their burdens, fervices and dangers, a 
firm belief of the great principles of religion, and 
an habitual attention to God, was indifputably of 
unfpeakable benefit. Thro’ faith, they performed 
their great exploits, and were animated to the vac 
rious and arduous fervices of their refpective fta- 
tions, and were fupported, when their {pirits were 
ready to fink. By faith they could adopt, under 
apprehenfion of the moft threatening calamities, 
that triumphant language, “ God is our refuge 
** and ftrength, a very prefent help in trouble , 
** therefore will we not fear, though the earth be 
“* removed, and though the mountains be carried 
** into the midft of the fea.” * Such was the lan- 
guage of the pious Pfalmift of Ifrael. 

Fiear another celebrated antient, when breathing 
out the genuine fpirit of religion, and manifefting 
its {trong and falutary influence ; who, tho’ not a 
civil Ruler, yet fuftained an important public cha- 
rater, When he knew, that he was furrounded 
with perils on every fide, and that fufferings and 
trials of various kinds awaited him, he could exprefs 
himfelf in that truly heroic manner, “ + None of 
thefe things move me, neither count I my, life dear 
to me, fo that I may finifh my courfe with joy, and 
difcharge well the office, with which, it has pleafed 


the 
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the Lord of the univerfe to entruft me,” Such 
was the mighty influence of the great principles 
of religion, firmly believed, upon the mind of the 
apoftie Paul. Nor was this peculiar to him, as an 
Apottle ; by the fame influence, the civil Ruler 
may be rendered fuperior to every hardthip, to every. 
danger, and thus may be mace more eminently ufeful. 

That is to any one the moft valuable poffeffion, 
which beft promotes his happinefs and ofefulnefs , 
true religion and the fear of God is indifputably 
that pofleffion. This fanétifies both natural pow- 
ers, and all aequirements to the moft noble purpofes ;. 
this unites duty and intereft, and renders happy in 
ferving God, and doing good. And this prefents 
the moft animating profpedts of future felicity, fuf- 
ficient to infpire an heroic fortitude; in the face of 
the greateft dangers, 

But the great importatice of religion, of the truc 
fear of God, in civil Rulers, and its tendency to 
render them bleffings in their places, and the people 
happy under their adminiltration, will be evident 
from the following particular obfervations. : 

Which leads me to notice fome of the advantaocs 
of religion, of the true fear of God in the civil Ruler, 
to the people, the community, by which. he is en- 
trafted, and whofe welfare he fhould feek and pro- 
mote. 

1. Religion is the moft fure anil fruiiful fource cf a 
genuine public fpirit ; which is juttly reckofied one 

of the very effential qualifications, with which a Civil 
Ruler fhould be adorned. 1c.i8 @ pyblic fpiric thac 
inainly diftinguifhes the geod Ruler, who is a bleff- 
ing to his-people, from tne Tyzant, who is a°Curte 
forthe world, 
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_ By a public fpirit, 1 mean, not the contracted 
patriotifm of the ancient Romans ,; who, under pre- 
tence of love to their own little country, claimed a 
right to opprefs and enflave the reft of the world, 


at their pleafure. - 


A genuine public fpirit implies a difpofition, a 
readinefs to forego ones private intereft and perfonal 
eafe, for the benefit of others, for the public good , 
but authorifes no iniquity or oppreffion. It coin- 
cides therefore with that clarity or love, fo ftrongly 
injoined by the chriftian Law ; and it may be cul- 
tivated to the beft advantage, under the influence of 
the great principles of religion, efpecially of the 
chriftian inftitution.---He that has juft fentiments of 
God, and a fupream, governing regard to him, even 
to that Being, who is the great Monarch of the uni- 
verfe, and whofe glorious character is Love, and 
who fo loved the human race, that he gave his only 
begotten Son to feek and promote their everlafting 
good, he will have in his breaft and heart, a moft 
fruitful principle of genuine patriotifm., It will be 
his aim and ftudy to do good, and, if he fuftains a 
public charaéter, to promote the public weal. 

Among all the inftances of a truly great and 
noble {pitt a fpirit of the moft exalted patriotifm 
and difinterefted goodnefs, that ever was recorded, 
there is none to be found that may be compared 
with that of Jefus our Lord : He, when he was in 
the form of God, laid afide the glory he had with 
the Father, and took upon him the form of a ser- 
vant, for the fake of doing good ; and, when he had 
tpent his life in doing good, willingly fubmirted to 
the fharpeft fufferings, and moft acutely painful and 
ignominious death, for the fame great and noble 

a : end. 


end. With what propriety then, and how forcibly 
does the Apoftle recommend to every Chriftian Be- 
liever, a public fpirit from this great and divine ex- 
ample. Phil. 2. 4,5. ‘* Look notevery one on his 
* own things, but every one alfo on the things of 
*¢ others ; let the fame mind be in you, which alfo 
“¢ was in Chrift Jefus.” What zeal then, what vi- 
gorous exertions in doing good may not a fupream 
regard to Deity, and a becoming attention to fuch a 
divine example, juitly produce ?---What a happy 
influence muft religion have, efpecially’ under the 
Chriftian inftitution, upon the mind and conduct of 
the civil Ruler ?--- 

2. The principles and motives of religion afford the 
Strongeft incttements to fidelity and diligence, in the dif- 

- charge of any public trait, that is undertaken. The 
truly religious man conceives himielf bound by the 
iaw of his God, to be faithful. and accountable to 
him for his sondage And a fenfe of the obligation, 
that hence arifes, will have a more certain, powerful 
and permanent influence upen him, than the moft 
folemn oath upona man of a diffcrent character.--- 
Befides, to fidelity and diligence in the difcharge of 
a public truft, religion propofes the moft noble and 
animating rewards ; not the applaufe of mortals, or 
a wreath of fading laurel, but the open approbation 
of the fupream Parent, the plaudit of the celeftial 
Choirs, and a crown of glory, that will never fade. 

I am fenfible, it is mot religion alone that fits a 
man to bea civil ruler ; other qualifications are alfo 
neceflary.---But--- 

3. Kelizion, or the true fear cf God obliges, and wilt 
frongly prompt the man, that is called to manage the 
bufinefs of the public, to /eek earueltly thefe other qua- 

Ifications, 
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ae : Iifcations, that are necefary, or ufeful. And in this 


- purfuit, as well as in the difcharge of his Truft, the 
pious Ruler has one peculiar and very great advan- 
tage, viz.--- Rite . 

4. He will with bumble confidence feck for affiance 
and direétion trom tbe great, the inexbauftible fountain 
of grace and w:/dom. This is one rational and excel- 
lent means of gaining knowledge, and of maintaining 
right aétion and a ufeful condu&. For however re- 
gardlefs the generality may be of God, we are all 
conftantly dependent upon him ; “ the way of man 
§* is not in himfelf ; it is not in man that walketh 
** to direct his fteps.””* And we are affured, that 
whoever  lacketh wifdom,” and wants dire¢tion, it 
he fincerely “ afks it of God, who giveth liberally 
** and upbraideth not, it fhall be given him,” + 

5. I may add, that zhe charaéter of a people depends, 
not a little, upon the charaéfer, the example and influ- 
ence of the civil Rulers, the leading men of the State : 
The virtue of a people affords the belt fecurity of 
their priviledges and profperity under the over ruling 
providence of God. — e 

And finally, the /pecial finiles of beaven ordinarily 
attend that people, whoe Rulers, and chief men, are 
Such ag truly fear God, men of real piety. This obfer- 
vation ig abundantly fupported by the hiftory of the 
Children of Iirael, from the days of Mofes to the 
times of their difperfion. When their chief men, 
whether Judges or Kings, did that which was evil, 
iniquity abounded, and fome public calamity foon 
took place. But if their leading men were virtuous 
and religious, this ufvally had a happy influence up- 
on the whole body of the people ; and procured the 
= {pecial 
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{pecial proteétion and {miles of heaven: And the 
‘fame God ftill governs the world. 

It is then of the utmoft importance to a State, that 
it have virtuous and religious, as well as, able men, 
men fearing God, to rule over them, and manage 
their public affairs. Such Rulers will furely aim at 
the public good---will feel the moft powerful obli- 
gation and ftrongeft incitements, to fidelity, and to 
the moft vigorous exertions for the public good, 
when requifite--will be moft likely to maintain a 
firm, undaunted mind in critical and f{tormy feaions, 
and to guide the helm, with a fteady hand.—And 
under the adminiftration of fuch Rulers, the people 
will have the beft grounds to hope for, and expeé 
the direction and bleffing of the fupream Potentate, 
on whom all good depends. — With reafon therefore, 
when righteous and godly men are in authority, the 
people may greatly rejoice.— 

Hence we are naturally led to reflect, with. grati- 
tude, upon the diftinguifhing goodnets of God t- 
wards this Colony or State, from its beginning down 
to this day ; his diftinguifhing goodneis in provid- 
ing for this people, and raifing up and fetting over 
them, fuch a fucceffion of pious and godly Rulers ; 
who under the influence of the ‘great principles of 
religion, and the fear of God, have fought diligently 
the public weal, and been eminently ufeful in their 
day. What Province, State or Kingdom, from the 
beginning of the world, to this time, has been, in 
this refpect, more highly favoured, than Connetéti- 
cut? Iknow not any. And hence this has been 
one of the moft happy provinces, upon the face of 
the earth. On fuch a day as this, how fitting to pay 
a tribute of praife to the God of Heaven, not only 

for 
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for our civil Liberties, but alfo for our upright, 
godly and faithtul Rulers ———Further— 

We hence learn, that in the choice or appoint- 
ment of civil Rulers, fpecial regard fhould be had 
to their religious characters. Superior talents, and 
an acquaintance with civil policy, may enable a man 
to do much good in a public ftation, and are there- 
fore to be defired, and are highly réquifite in a civil 
Ruler. But they equally enable him to do much 
hurt, if integrity, if religion and the fear of God is 
wanting. The great difference between the hol 
Angels, and apoftate Spirits is of the moral and re- 
ligious kind, arifing from the different regard they 
pay to the fupream Parent. 

We hence infer alfo, that it is of no {mall impor- 
tance, that the fear of God, and a religious difpofiti- 
on be early inftilled into the minds of thofe, who are 
defigned and are training up, for public fervice, in” 
the State, as well as in the church of God. Wich- 
out this, the moft learned education will be effenti- 
ally deficient.---I am not infenfible that religion in 
general, and the Chriftian religion in particular has 
been treated even with banter and ridicule by fome 
Britifh “Authors of note. But it is to be obferved, 
thar their political Creed is as erronious and abfurd, 
as are their religious Sentiments. As they appear 
not to revere the God of Heaven nor to believe in 
Jefus Chrilt, fo they feem to difregard the great end 
of forming civil Societies, (viz.) the good of the 
individuals of the community, collectively confider- 
ed; and they only ftudy the means by which the 
Chiefs of a Society may aggrandize themlelves, at 
- the expence of their neighbours, without refpeét to 
the will of God, or the principles of equity and 

humanity, 
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humanity. Such Sentiments, whether concerning — 


religion, or civil policy are deftructive to the State 
as well as the Church of God ; and they therefore 
difqualify for public fervice. Again, 

From hence we may .colleé&t, that in the prefent 
’. very critical fituation of affairs, and confidering the 


many great and very interefting public events, that. 


have taken place of late, it is, at this day, efpecially 
" requifite that our leading men, our civil Rulers, be 
virtuous and godly, as well as men of ability, ftea- 
dinefs, and fortitude. In fuch a day as this “ our 
* help is in the name of the Lord who made hea- 
“ven and earth,” and who can eafily fruftrate the 
-counfels of the wifeft Ahithophel, and bring to 
nought the devices of the crafty, and who already 
hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad. 
—In the rife; and in the whole progrefs cf the un- 
natural controverfy between Great-Britain,andthe now 
/UnitedIndependent American States, the hand of God 
has been, I muft think, very confpiouous.~— When we 
confider the remarkable union of thirteen difconne&- 
ed, and many of them diltant provinces, and the 
fpirit, which burft forth like a flame, nearly at the 
fame time, in all parts of the land ; when we con- 
fider the weak, defencelefs and unprepared ftate.of 
the country, when hoftilities were firft commenced, 
and in what an unexpected manner, and how quick, 
a fupply of military ftores was obtained ; when we 
conlider the mighty force, that has come againft us, 
both by fea and land, and the fuccefs that has at- 
tended our young troops, and-even our militia (rec- 
koned by the enemy but a feeble folk) in many warm 
encounters, with European regular forces ; when 
we confider the little, the very little progrefs, that 
eur 
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our en¢my has made, toward accomplifhing their 
injurious defign, in three fucceflive campaigns, and 
the toral reduétion of their northern army toward 
the clofe ot the laft campaign, who can refrain his 
aftonifhment, and adoration of the fupream invifible 
hand, that rules the world. os 5 

Strange was the want of wifdom, of human policy 
in the famous Politicians of the Britifh court, that 
they fhould adopt thofe meafures, that gave rife to 
the controverfy. Upon them, the ingenious Dr. 
Price, in a pamphlet publifhed in London more 
than two years ago, has this reflection, “I fancy, I 
fee in thofe meafures fomething, that cannot be ac- 
counted for, merely by human ignorance, I am in- 
clined to think, that the hand of Providence 1s, in 
them, working, to bring about fome great ends.” 
What would that ingenious author think, what 


would he fay at this day ?---What ends the Dr. had 


reference to is evident from what follows, a little 

after, “ In America, fays he, we fee a number of 

rifing States, in the vigour of youth, infpired with 

the nobleft of all paffions, the paffion for being free 

---and animated by piety.”---Would to God, that - 
the animation of piety was as ftrong and univerfal, 

as the paffion for liberty.---- 

At this day the profpe& evidently is, that a new 
Empire, under the providence of God, is now rifing 
up, in this’ weftern world ; a profpect, which from 
the beginning of the controverfy, has from time to 
time, grown brighter and brighter. Of what im- 
portarice is it, that this new Empire be founded 
with wifdom, and that they, who are entrufted with 
the management of public affairs, have a governing 
regard to God; and to the principles and a 
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of virtue and piety ?---This might be attended with 
the moft happy confequences, and have a very falu- 
tary influence thro? all the United American States; 
and to the whole Empire, for generations to come. 

By all the remarkable events above mentioned, by 
the rife, the progrefs and the prefent ftate of this 
great and interefting controverfy, we are admonifh- 
ed, in very emphatic language, “ that the moft High 
ruleth in the Kingdom of men and giveth it to whom- 
foever he will.” * And are not all the Gentlemen; 
who are concerned in the management of our pub- 
lic affairs, and who have had a full acquaintance with 
the aftonifhing circumftances of thofe great events, 
laid under peculiar and very ftrong obligations to 
revere, honour and ferve that God, who has done 
fuch great things for us, and en whom we are ftill 
dependent ? : 

We are contending with a great afid powerful na- 
tion; the unhappy controverfy ftill fubfifts ; tho’ 
we are hoping, and with longing expectations, waic- 
ing, for a fpeedy and happy iflue. But what is in 
the womb of Providence we know not ; our moft 
raifed expectations will end in difappointment, unlefs 

eaven continue to {mile upon us, and favour our 
caufe. We ftill need directicn from on high, and 
the bleffing of Almighty God ; of what iniportance 
then that our ways fhould pleafe the Lord ; that our 
leading Men fhould be men of ferioufnels and piety, 
men fearing God ; that fo from their example and 
influence, religion and virtue may be propagated, 
thro’ all ranks of people then fhall our peace be as 
a river, and our righteoufnefs as the waves of the fea. 

The .chiet Magiftrates of this State, and the 
Heads of our tribes, that are here aflembled, will 

Cc therefore 
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therefore permit me (tho” unworthy the tafk) a 

particular application, and an humble addrefs to 

them, on this great occafion. 

~~ And in the firft place, may I with proper defe- 

rence, addrefs his Excellency, the Governor of thie 

‘State. : 
May it pleafe your Excellency--- 


For the many good deeds, done to this State, 
thro’ your providence, and efpecially for your vi- 
gorous exertions and unwearied attention to the pub- 
lic weal, in this time of peculiar difficulty and dan- 
ger, I without hefitation, exprefs the fincere thanks 
of this whole Community, at the head of which the 
Lord our God has fet you. | 

Among all your accomplifhments for public fer- 
vice, your religious character is by no means, the 
leaft diftinguifhing or important.--- You have expe- 
rienced, I doubt not, in the great and arduous’ bu- 
finefs of your ftation, and amidit the ftorms of the 
prefent day, the happy influence of an habitual 
regard to Deity, of daily intercourfe with heaven, 
and of a firm confidence, thro’ a divine Mediator, in 
the providence and grace of God: the happy influ- 
ence whereof, may you experience ftill more and 
more. 

Thence, under all the various and difficult fer- 
vices to which you are called, you will not, Sit, 
you cannot, be difheartened , but will perfevere, 
with fteadinefs and joyful hope, unto the end. Do- 
ing good and being ufeful is angelic, yea it is a 
divine employment. Gabriel is a minittring fpirit ; 
yea Jefus, to do good, fpent, and willingly laid 
down, his life.--- 

~ By 
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By means of the many changes and commotions, 
that take place in the world, and by means of the 
operations of individuals in their places, a grand 
plan, formed by the fupream Parent, with confum- 
mete wifdom, is carrying on, to finak accomplifh- 
ment. From the dictates of infpired prophecy, we 
underftand, that events of peculiar importance, in the 
execution of that grand plan, are nigh at hand, and 
perhaps, at this very day, beginning to take place. 
A thought this, that. will fire your foul, Sir, with 
facred ambition, and caufe your breaft to glow with 
gratitude to him, who has called you up, to aét fo 
fignificant a part, at fuch a day. - 

Altho’ this life is tempeftuous, the voyage is fhort ; 
and by how much the more difficult and dangerous, 
the greater the gains, to thofe, who fteer by the re- 
ligion of Chrift, and arrive at the haven of fafety. 

“How ample the rewards, how fplendid the crown, 
that ihe religion of Jefus propofes and enfures to 
the faithful fervant! rewards already received, by 
what numbers of pious Rulers of this State, whofe 
names are juftly recorded. in the annals of fame ! 
with whom to affociate in the high and noble em- 
ployments of heaven, (what an animating thought !) 
will be your Excellency’s inceffant aim : nor will 
you fail of the glorious reward, thro’ the grace of 
the gofpel, oa which, you ground your hopes. For 
he hath faid, whofe word is fure, ‘* Be thou faithfal 
““ unto death, and thou fhalt receive a crown of 
‘ Jife,”---Amen.--- 

His Honour the Deputy Governor and the Ho- 
norable. Counfellors of this State will fuffer, with 
proper refpect, a brief addrefs. 

May 


\ 
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May it pleafe your Honours--- 


By the providence of God, and by the voice of 
afree People, you have been called to aét in ftati- 
ons of chief dignity and importance, in one of the 
happieft provinces upon the face of the earth ; 
whofe profperity and happinefs (under the files of 
heaven) has mainly proceeded from ‘the virtue and 
piety of its leading men, its civil Magiftrates. And 
does not this thought, and the remembrance of 
many of your Predeceffors in office, whom you have - 
known, ftrongly urge you to pay a fteady, ferious 
and facred regard to the God, and the religion, of 
your Fathers ; that fo you may, like them, main- 
tain the diftinguifhed reputation and luftre of the 
State, and be followers of thofe Worthies, who, 
thro’ faith and patience, are gone to inherit the 

romifes, ; ; 

To be the fervants of the Great King of heaven 
and earth, and to do good to your fellow-men, in 
the flations in which you are placed in the provi- 
dence of God, is the trueft and higheft honour, you 
can enjoy, on this fide heaven, and is a courfe; that 
Jeads direé&t to thofe honours, that will be immortal, 
AGuated therefore by thefe truly worthy and noble 
‘aims, you will never difdain, or be afhamed to be 
thought men of ferious piety, who revere and wor- 
fhip the living and true God, and are the Friends 
and Advocates of the religion of Jefus. Thus will 
you honour yourfelves, and the high offices you 


juittain, and moft furely promote the public weal. 
Thence, when dead, your names will be mentioned 
with refpect, and your happy influence may conti- 
nue, while you are reaping the rewards of immortal 
hone ur——— Amen, ——- 


Thy 
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/ The Honorable Houfe of Reprefentatives, who 
are men of influence in ‘our feveral Towns, and; as 
it were, Heads of our tribes, will candidly receive a 


fhort addrefs, from an honeft, tho’ an unworthy 
advocate for religion and the public weal. 


Gentlemen— 


“Important is the truft repofed in you, by your 
brethren. May I-not fay, they have put their li- 
berties, their property, the. comfort and the lives of 
their deareft connections, and of themfelves,- into 
your hands ? The weight of fuch a truft, you, I 
doubt not, very fenfibly feel: in the difcharge where- 
of, efpecially in the prefent fituation of our public 
affairs, there is great need, not only of integrity, but 
alfo of wifdom, ‘application and firmnefs of mind. 
Of thefe very necefiary qualifications, religion and 
an habitual regard to God, will be, (as you have 
heard) the fureft and moft fruitful fource. Religi- 
on will excite you to feekin all proper ways, that 
knowledge and underftanding, which is needful, and 
in particular, to afk daily and with fervent defires, 
diretion from the fountain of wifdom: This will 
prompt you to confider whatever difficult matter of 
public concern, may lie before you, with engaged 
attention, and to conter and debate with one ano- 
ther thereon, with coolnefs and candour. This will 
influence you, to give your voice with uprightnefs, 
and to acquiefce and unite in the conclufion, and 
with a ipirit of refignation to leave the iflue, with 
the divine difpefal. And how can public affairs 
be conducted in any. better’manner, by dependent, 
Imperfect beings ? 

- NWhendiperted, and returned to your fevera! places 
. of 
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of abode, thro” the State, your influence, Gentlemen, 
to fupprefs iniquity, and to encourage that religion, 
to promote that righteoufnefs, which God has faid, 
exalteth a nation, or a people, may be great, and 
of the moft falutary confequence. And thus, by 
acting your parts, under the influence of. religion, 
both in public and in private life, you may be the 
happy inftruments of faving your country, and at 
the fame time fecuring to your pofterity the richeft 
ot earthly bleffings, and to yourlelves an ample re- 
ward (not indeed in this momentary life, but) in 
_ that life and ftate, that will never, never end. Gen- 
tlemen, may God Almighty thus honour and reward 
you all——Amen,—— 

As a confiderable number of the Minifters of 
Chrift, and Paftors of Churches are here prefent, if 
not the occafion, yet the fubject, that has been han- 
dled, and the very critical ftate of our country, will 
warrant a fhort addrefs to them from one, who tho’ 
he might fay, methinks, with much greater proprie- 
ty, than Paul, “lefs than the leaft of all Saints,”’ yet 
earneftly withes the fpread of religion’s falutary in- 
fluence, and the welfare of his country. 


My Dear Brethren— 


The intercft of religion, the intereft of that caufe, 


for which our divine Redeemer died upon the crofs, 
and the care of the Churches of Chrift has been in 
an efpecial, and very folemn manner, committed un- 
to us. Our facred, as well as civil priviledges, the 
caufe of the Churches of Chrift, and the intereft of 
religion, is, if 1 miftake not, nearly affected with 
the conteft of the prefent day. Should we not there- 
fore, out of love to Chrift, and concern for the in- 
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~ tereft of his religion, and the welfare of our people, 

exert ourfelves, with vigour, in our places, efpecial- 
ly to inculcate the fear of God, and promote that 
fpirit of ferious religion, which will fecure the pro-_ 
tection of the God of Heaven, and be the fureft . 
means of preferving our civil and religious rights ? 
And will we not encourage the hearts and ftrength- 
en the hands of our civil Rulers, in this fo critical 
and threatening a day, and be much and earneft in 
prayer to God for them, and for the revival of 
religion, and the reftoration of peace to our land ? 
May we each one fo difcharge the great and good 
work, to which we are called, that when the’chief 
‘Shepherd fhall appear, we may receive a crown ot 
glory, that fhall-never fade. Amen.— 

Finally, Since religion is the trueft wifdom, the 
richeft treafure, the brighteft ornament, and the beft 
defence, may the fpirit of the Lord be poured out 
upon all the people, that fo pure religion may again 
flourifh in the midft of us, and glory and happinefs 
fill the land. AM EWN and AMEN, 


